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Glass Artist – Video Transcript

Glass artist
My name’s Nina, I’m 29 and I’m a glass artist. My own work that I do is fused glass so that’s kiln fired glass. But I also do traditional leaded glass, stained glass. I love fusing. I love it. It’s because you never really know what’s going to happen – especially when you start using dichroics and the electroplated glass because they change colour in the kilns. 
School science

Science. I just enjoyed when we had the Bunsen burners out and I can always remember magnesium – lighting magnesium ribbon – but also getting the salt out of the water, evaporating and things like that. I was always interested in the elements.

Making jewellery

So, most days I make some jewellery, definitely. It’s one of my big sellers, one of the main things I do for galleries. And for that I use this dichroic glass. It’s called dichroic because it’s two tones, so that’s ‘di’. This one you can see is sort of green to blue. You can buy a wide range of coloured glass but they all have the same coefficient of expansion so there’s going to be no stress on the glass once it’s been fired and annealed. So, we use this glue to hold the pieces of glass together until we get them to the kiln and then they become fully fused. So the glue burns off in the kiln.

Glass kilns

We’ve already got that kiln pre-programmed so I can literally just press the button and that’s ready to go. So, these are both glass kilns and so they are built to heat up quickly then disperse that heat and then anneal for a long time (to come down in temperature slowly).

Glass or ceramic

If you were try trying to fire ceramic in these kilns they’re not programmed to go hot enough and so they will go leather hard but they won’t be fired. If you put glass into a ceramic kiln then, because of the way that they’re built, they don’t expel the heat fast enough and you can get problems with cracking and you can almost get things exploding.

Maths and kilns

It’s important to be able to use maths and understand maths so that you can schedule these processes. And also to work out the depth of your piece of work and the width or the length depending on what you’re making so that you can work out exactly how to run your kiln.

Small business keeping

So I run my company, Nina Art, and for that obviously you need to keep your books and at the end of each month balancing your books and then at the end of the year sending in tax returns and things like that, which all sounds very scary but basic knowledge of maths, which you do get in school, is perfect for small business keeping.

I didn’t realise that maths and science were going to important in art, but of course I literally need this stuff now. And I actually use it everyday – which is amazing!

